BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Petition of MCImetro Access
)

Transmission Services LLC, Brooks Fiber
)

Communications of Missouri, Inc., and MCI WorldCom
)
Case No. TO-2002-222
Communications, Inc., for Arbitration of an Interconnec-
)
tion Agreement With Southwestern Bell Telephone
)

Company Under the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On February 28, 2002, the Commission issued its Arbitration Order in which it ordered the parties, Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBT), MCImetro Access Transmission services, L.L.C., Brooks Fiber Communications of Missouri, Inc., and MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc. (collectively, WCOM), to incorporate the Commission’s resolution of each open issue in their interconnection agreement and provide a draft of their conformed agreement to the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission.  The Commission directed Staff to review the draft interconnection agreement and determine whether or not the agreement complies with the Commission’s order.  

On May 1, 2002, Staff filed its Recommendation and Status Update.  Staff states that since there are three WCOM companies in this case, Staff has reviewed three draft interconnection agreements.  Staff indicates that there continues to be disputes on certain issues.  SWBT filed its Response to Staff’s Recommendation on May 3, 2002.  SWBT does not believe that Staff’s recommendation adequately addresses the factual background or SWBT’s position regarding the disputes between MCImetro Access Transmission Services, L.L.C., and SWBT.  On May 9, 2002, WCOM filed its Response to Staff Recommendation and Status Update and to SWBT’s Response Thereto.  WCOM indicates that the Brooks and MCI WorldCom agreements are complete and ready to be submitted to the Commission for approval.  WCOM anticipates that the MCImetro agreement will be complete and ready to be submitted for approval in short order.  WCOM disagrees with SWBT’s interpretation of the current status of the agreements, and argues there is no dispute and that the agreements can and should be submitted for formal approval soon.

The Commission has reviewed Staff’s recommendation and the subsequent responses and finds that there appears to be disagreement regarding the proposed interconnection agreements.  The Commission finds that a prehearing conference should be scheduled to address this matter.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on June 5, 2002, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The conference will be held at the Commission’s offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 305.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans With Disabilities Act.  If any person needs additional accommodations to participate, please call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing conference.

2. That this order shall become effective on June 3, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 24th day of May, 2002.
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