







              STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 22nd day of April, 2003.

In the Matter of the Application of
Spectra
)

Communications Group, LLC for Approval
)

of its Interconnection and Reciprocal

)
Case No. TK-2003-0306
Compensation Agreement with WWC

)

License LLC under 47 U.S.C. § 252

)

ORDER DENYING SECOND EXTENSION OF TIME 

TO FILE STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

This order denies the Staff of the Commission additional time to file its Memorandum and Recommendation.

On February 27, 2003, Spectra Communications Group, LLC filed an application with the Commission for approval of an agreement with Western Wireless under the provisions of the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.  The Commission issued an Order and Notice on March 5.  In that Order and Notice, the Commission ordered the Staff to file its Memorandum and Recommendation no later than April 4.

On April 3, Staff filed a Motion to Extend Filing Deadline for Staff Recommendation.  Staff requested additional time to discuss the pending agreement with the parties, and asked the Commission to extend the deadline for the Memorandum and Recommendation to April 18.  The Commission granted that request.

On April 17, Staff filed a Second Motion to Extend Filing Deadline for Staff Recommendation.  Staff again requested additional time to discuss the pending agreement with the parties, and asked the Commission to extend the deadline for the Memorandum and Recommendation to May 2.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 imposes a strict deadline upon the Commission to decide whether to approve an interconnection agreement.  The Commission has only 90 days from the date the agreement is filed to approve or disapprove of the agreement, or else the agreement is deemed approved.
  

Spectra filed its agreement on February 27.  Therefore, the Commission must decide whether to approve the agreement no later than May 28.  If the Commission granted Staff’s request to file its Memorandum and Recommendation no later than May 2, and Staff recommended the Commission disapprove the agreement, then the Commission would not have adequate time to conduct a hearing and issue a Report and Order by May 28, 2003.  The Commission will deny Staff’s motion.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion to Extend Filing Deadline for Staff Recommendation is denied.

2. That the Staff of the Commission shall file a memorandum advising either approval or rejection of this agreement and giving the reasons therefor no later than April 24, 2003.

3. That this order shall become effective on April 22, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Murray, C., dissents

Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge 

� 47 U.S.C. § 252(e)(4)
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