Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	Request for Approval of Interconnection  Agreement between Choctaw Telephone Company and Sprint Spectrum, L.P.  Pursuant to Section 252(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
	)))))

	Case No. TK-2003-0373


Staff Recommendation


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through counsel, and for its recommendation states:

1.  On May 1, 2003, the Staff filed its Request for an Enlargement Of Time Within Which To File Its Recommendation with the belief that that the Staff could work with the parties to revise the proposed interconnection agreement between Choctaw Telephone Company and Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (“Interconnection Agreement”) to address Staff’s specific concerns.  However, negotiations with the applicant in this matter were unsuccessful.

2.  Therefore, in the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff states that the proposed Interconnection Agreement does not meet the standard set forth in Section 252(e)(2)(A)(i) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996
 (“1996 Act”) in that the proposed Interconnection Agreement is discriminatory against telecommunications carriers not party to the agreement.  

WHEREFORE, Staff recommends that the Missouri Public Service Commission deny approval of the proposed Interconnection Agreement pursuant to the 1996 Act.  
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